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But above all, no half-measures should be tried, such as a
mere occupation of a few Serbian towns as a pledge. The
Austrian army, once mobilized, must not be expected to
lay down its arms until Serbian territory had been con-
'quered; the morale of the army could not tolerate mobili-
zation without war for a third time [i.e. in addition to 1909
and 1912]. In short, "either the complete incorporation of
Serbia by peaceful means—or the use of force." 199
Count Tisza, the all-powerful Magyar leader, who had
become Hungarian Minister-President on June 6, 1913,
though recognizing the Serbian danger, was inclined to
trust to diplomatic action. He agreed that the London
Conference had brought nothing but disillusionment, and
therefore favored having Austria-Hungary strike out an
independent policy of her own. One could not allow
Serbians, Montenegrins, Greeks, and Italians to go on treat-
ing Albania as res nulling. He was unalterably opposed to
the incorporation of more Serbs into the Dual Monarchy
either by a peaceful arrangement or by the use of force; it
would be impracticable, disadvantageous to the Monarchy
itself, and certain to meet with the opposition of Europe.
Serbia should be energetically requested to remove her
troops from Albanian soil; if this did not suffice, one might
send an ultimatum, and inflict a diplomatic, and even, if
necessary, a military, defeat. But in no case should Serbian
territory be annexed. Tisza hoped that the anti-Austrian
Balkan group—Serbia, Montenegro, Rumania, and Greece
—could be offset by winning over Turkey and Bulgaria,
who were on the point of coming to terms with one another.
Such a diplomatic regrouping would reestablish a favorable
Balkan Balance of Power, parallel with the European
Balance of Power between the Triple Alliance and Triple
Entente. It would also avoid the financial burden of a large
increase in the Austro-Hungarian army, to which he himself,
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